
ARE YOU A BRIDGE BUILDER

Over the years, I have been fortunate enough to have had many people come into my life 
and take the time to mentor and guide me along my career path.  Mentors, like bridge builders, 
help people go from where they are to where they want to be.  Mentors build their bridges not 
with concrete and steel girders, but with words of wisdom and encouragement.  Mentors don’t 
build bridges for the sake of personal recognition or financial gain.  They build them because it 
is in their very nature to encourage, assist, and support others along the path of life.

Mentors are selfless people who go out of their way to invest their time, talent, and 
energy helping others navigate around the pitfalls of inexperience and poor judgment.  Mentors 
tend to show up when they are needed the most and are quick to lend a hand.  They understand 
the importance of sincere praise and the power of kind and well-timed words.

In 1954, during her junior year, a professor invited Carol Burnett and some other 
students to perform at a party the college was hosting.  After Carol had finished her musical 
number, a man from the audience approached her and introduced himself.  He complimented 
Carol on her talented performance and asked about her future plans.  When he discovered that 
her desire was to go to New York and try her luck with musical comedy despite the fact that 
she didn’t have enough money, he offered her a $5,000 interest-free loan on the spot.  Before 
he gave Carol the money, the man made it clear to her that he had three conditions for the loan.  
The money would be paid back within five years, she would never reveal his name as her 
benefactor, and if she became successful, she would help others in the attainment of their 
dreams just as she had been helped by him.  Carol agreed to the conditions for the loan and 
took him up on his generous offer.  She left college, moved to New York to pursue her acting 
career, and the rest as they say is a matter of history!
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