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Welcome to Tanner Church of Christ                                      Worship Times

19925 Huntsville –Browns Ferry Road                                        Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM
Tanner, AL  35671                                                                    Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 AM

256-233-1448                                                                           Sunday Evening Worship 5:00 PM

Volume 35 Number 52                                                              Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM 

                                                                                               Ladies Class Wednesday 10:00 AM (Oct-Apr)

=============================================================================
              Minister                                         Associate Minister                      Missions Ministers
              Charles Thompson                          Mark Little                                   Robert Hall (India)

              Home 256-771-1827                     
  Cell 256-431-3780                        256-216-1877

              Cell 256-431-4044                                                                             Gilberto Geronimo (Hispanic)

                                                                                                                      256-631-8265

Elders
Hugo Adams      Melvis Adams      Henry Carter      Robert Nelms
Deacons

Elliot Agee    Bill Johnson    Kim Bunch    Paul Jones    Gary Conner    Larry Thrasher

Lamar Meals    Richard Gibson    David Metcalf    Tom Hine    Scott Sandberg


=============================================================================
God’s Plan of Salvation                                       


Authorized Worship

Hear (Romans 10:17)                                                           
Singing (Ephesians 5:19)

Believe (Hebrews 11:6)                                                   

Praying (1Timothy 2:8)

Repent (Luke 13:3)                                                          

Preaching (Acts 20:7)

Confess (Romans 10:10)
                                                
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

Be Baptized (Acts2:38)                                                       
Giving (1Corinthians 16:1-3)          
Live Faithfully (Matthew 10:22)
“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature”    Mark 16:15
Those to Remember in Prayer
· Melvis Adams recovering from recent surgery.  He was able to be with us on Wednesday night...
· Darrell Cooley, son in law of Alice Ann Carter is home.

· Sara Dodson, Stefanie Little and Sandra Birdwell were able to be at services last Sunday.
· Brianna Bunch had her wisdom teeth out on Wednesday.

· Cleo Barnett is in Room 222 in Athens Limestone Hospital with pneumonia. 
· Dorothy Adams’ sister is feeling some better.
· Larry Birdwell is still sick at home. 
· Thomas Holt, cousin of Hugo Adams, has pancreatic cancer.
· Raymond Bush, former minister at Mt. Carmel, has cancer.
· Bill Bryant, Wayne’s father, had to go back to hospital due to an infection.
· Dean Smith is not doing well and asks for our prayers.

· Matt Guess, grandson in law to Marie Malone, is in Afghanistan.
· Tim Golden’s mother passed away on Friday morning in New Mexico.  Please remember this family during this time of sorrow.

· Christie Golden has been sick with chronic sinus problems.
ALSO:  Marge Hine, Carolyn McGlocklin, Winfred and Rosie Barron, Geneva Goode, Ivenell Adcock, Ruth and Buddy Lawson, Violet Hall, LaRue Cannon, Curtis Trotter, Fred, Ruby Jane and Freddie Hays, Ed Webb, Buddy Stewart, Jere Trent, Shirley and Charlotte Haney.♦♦
News and Notes
· Check the mailbox in the foyer.  There are lots of Christmas cards.

· It was good to have Laurie Hudgins and her family visiting with Martha last Sunday.

· No evening services tonight or Sunday, January 1.  Morning services only to allow our families to spend the blessing of time together. 
· There will be NO CARE GROUP meetings in December. The care and visitation program has been a great success this year! We want to thank all who have been involved, from the leaders to all the group members, who have taken the time to go to the meetings, send cards, and make visits. We will be taking a short break from our program throughout December and then reorganizing the groups and start back up in January. 
· Marie Malone has prepared some tracts “Should We Believe the Bible?”  They are on the table in the foyer.
· Food pantry needs restocking Please help by bringing noodle soup, beef stew, vienna sausage, beanie weenies
Youth
· I am currently lining up congregations for our Lads to Leaders kids to speak at. I am still working on that list, but we do have one set on Jan 15th at Hartselle. I know that's soon, but that's the date they gave me, and that's OK because our young people have already been working hard preparing themselves for this. As always we want to give our kids the opportunity to speak at home before they go anywhere else, so they are scheduled to do so Jan 8th at home. A special thanks goes out to all those involved with the kids in this effort.                          Mark
· Thanks to all who brought gifts for the children we were helping to have a brighter Christmas.            Mark
· Thank you for helping with the coat drive.  We had a lot of coats to distribute to those in need.

· Remember to bring aluminum cans.
~Goals for Growth in 2011~
  




 Goal
                      Current
   
Sunday AM Attendance………………       175
…………….      124     
     
Sunday PM Attendance………………
   140
…………….        64
Wednesday PM Attendance………….
   125
……………. 
83

Daily Bible Readers……………………
   100% …………….       22
Baptisms………………………………..
     40
…………….        26 
Restorations……………………………
     35
…………….          6                            
Contribution………………………….. $3800.00..………… $3332.75
♦Remember to pick up a Daily Bible Reading Schedule and make it a goal this year to read the Bible everyday


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Those serving in December                                       December Communion Prep: Faye Hall

Lord’s Table: Head-Harold McKee                              December Greeters: Alex Little & Michael Brannon    
Serve: Lamar Meals, Richard Gibson,Terry Shelton

Bill Johnson, Alex Little (back)


     Wednesday Invitation in December:
Announcements: Tom Hine



     7th – Robert Hall
Bible Reading: Michael Brannon


     14th – Henry Carter
 



 


     21st – Gary Conner







December 25th- AM Prayer: Melvis Adams

     28th – Wayne Bryant
Sunday PM Prayer: No service
Sunday AM Song Leader: Joe Brannon

    
Sunday PM Song Leader: No service 
                   








       January Communion Prep: Judy Thrasher
                             Wednesday Invitation in January:
                                                                                    4th – Harold McKee
                                                                                    11th – David Metcalf
                                                                                    18th – Terry Shelton







                   25th – Phillip Taylor
Tanner Church of Christ

19925 Huntsville Browns-Ferry Road

Tanner, AL 35671

Thoughts For a New Year

The beginning of a new year is, for me, always a time of reflection, of introspection, of careful consideration of the past and planning for the future.  Such times often find me drawn to the words of Solomon in the Book of Ecclesiastes, the greatest treatise on the human condition ever written.  As we embark upon yet another chapter in the ongoing history of humanity on earth, think about these things:


“For in much wisdom is much grief, and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow” (Ecclesiastes 1:18).  Isn’t it true that the more you see of life, the sadder it makes you?  That’s not a negative statement; just an observation.  The longer one lives, the more evil one witnesses, the more injustice one sees, the more grief one endures.  The more one knows, the more aware one is of how things ought to be, and the more conscious one becomes of how rarely things are that way.


“I know that whatever God does, it shall be forever.  Nothing can be added to it, and nothing taken from it.  God does it, that men should fear before him” (Ecclesiastes 3:14).  Men spend a lot of time trying to improve upon the work of God.  It can’t be done.  We cannot make better what God has ordained, whether in nature or in spiritual things.  We should learn merely to accept what God has created, and be grateful.


“That which is has already been, and what is to be has already been; and God requires an account of what is past” (Ecclesiastes 3:15).  Solomon said it simply back at Ecclesiastes 1:0 “There is nothing new under the sun.”  Every generation comes along seeking its own style, its means of differentiating itself from others who went before.  It’s a pointless, foolish and ultimately impossible task.  Everything that can be done, has been done.  We may improve the technology, but beneath the shiny new veneer, it’s still the same old, same old.  And we can never impress God with our innovations – He’s “been there, seen that” innumerable times before.


“Better a handful with quietness than both hands full, together with toil and grasping for the wind” (Ecclesiastes 4:6).  There are many Scriptures that remind us to be content with what we have (cf. Proverbs 15:16-17; Philippians 4:11-12; I Timothy 6:6-8).  Discontentment with our material lot is in reality rebellion against God, for to be discontented is to accuse God of not blessing us as He should.  Solomon, who certainly had plenty of worldly goods, points out that it is better to have a few things and to enjoy them quietly rather than to have much and all of the grief that goes along with it.

“In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider:  Surely God has appointed the one as well as the other” (Ecclesiastes 7:14).  Be happy for the good times life brings you, but acknowledge that the bad times have their purpose as well.  Sometimes we have to be brought low to better appreciate the highs.  Sometimes God permits us to be tested, as Job was.  That testing produces patience in us, whereby we are made more perfect (James 1:4).


“Do not take to heart everything people say, lest you hear your servant cursing you.  For many times, also, your own heart has known that even you have cursed others” (Ecclesiastes 7:21-22).  Don’t pay attention to the mean and cruel things people may say about you.  How often have you said something cruel and mean about someone else without thinking, or really meaning it?


And finally, as we look back at the end of the year now past, this encouraging thought: “The end of a thing is better than its beginning” (Ecclesiastes 7:8).  May it be that at the end of 2011, we will all be here to reflect upon it and to welcome the coming of another new year, if God so wills.









Michael D. Rankins, Penngrove Church of Christ


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

